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romantic hero Ardjuna, while those used by women are the so-
called " moon-coins " (pipis bulan). The moon-coins I had oc-
casion to observe seemed to me simple old kepengs in which the
border was not properly centred, producing an accidental design
like a new moon. These coins, in reality ancient amulets, are
believed to have been made by the gods and not by humans; I

Amulet of Love Magic (Ardjuna. Coin)

was told that they are found lying around the temple at night if it
is the wish of the gods to present one with a magic coin. The
lucky owners often lend them or rent them to prospective lovers
for rather high prices. They are kept wrapped in a little rag,
covered with ointments and flower petals so that they will not
" die " and become useless.

In more difficult cases an infatuated person has recourse to
powerful love magic (guna pengasih); incantations that resem-
ble other sorts of secret magic and that consist of a charm
(serana) and a spoken formula (mantra). Typical charms are
twin coconuts or twin bananas, and even more effective are the
saliva of a snake, the tears of a child, the oil from a coconut that
has been dragged around by a child, or that from a coconut tree